400                           MON.
themselves in parochial offices, such as preaching, baptizing, visiting the sick, &c. But this was by way of intrusion upon the rights of the secular clergy, and therefore, by the canons of the Church, they are prohibited in those matters.
And though they were not an ecclesiastical body of men, yet they received tithes, which were originally given for the maintenance of the parochial clergy, and the service of the Church; and it was a reproach to that age, that the payment thereof was so much neglected during the time the Normans ruled here, for then the poor secular clergy had only a third part of the tithes, the monks had the rest; and not only so, but several of the nobility having built monasteries appropriated all the tithes to them, which the monks got the Pope to confirm.
It was requisite upon such confirmations for the Bishop to take care that a competent maintenance should be settled upon the parochial clergy; but the monks were so much favoured by the Bishops in those days, that the clergy had but a very poor subsistence; and this occasioned Pope Alexander III. to reprove the Bishops, and to decree that the parochial priests should have a sufficient maintenance, which the monks would be sure to lessen as they saw occasion; and therefore another decretal was made, that their maintenance should not be diminished without the Bishop's consent, and that all customs and privileges by which the monks held the appropriated tithes should be void, where the secular clergy had not competent subsistence.
It is observable, that in most of these appropriates to monasteries, the right of presentation was in the monastic body; but the Bishop had power to refuse their clerk, unless they would consent he should have such a sufficient maintenance as he should think fit.
This made them so sullen, that they would not present upon an avoidance, which occasioned the making another decretal, viz : that if they neglected, the Bishop should have power to collate.
Before the monks became rich by these tithes and other endowments, they had a competent share of learning, and their monasteries were the only universities where the liberal arts were taught, and therefore the best men retired